Dear Editor,

23
Malnutrition is a common finding among hospitalized patients, leading to increased 24 morbidity and higher length of stay and costs (1). Several studies have assessed the prevalence of 25 malnutrition using hospital discharge data, i.e. using international classification of diseases (ICD) 26 codes. Nowadays, most hospital data is available in electronic format, including prealbumin, a 27 marker of malnutrition (2). Whether malnutrition defined by low prealbumin levels is actively 28 reported in discharge data has seldom been assessed. Thus, we assessed the prevalence of Prevalence (95% confidence interval -CI) of malnutrition using the entire sample was 35 2.7% (2.5-2.9); 1.7% (1.6-1.9); 2.0% (1.8-2.2) and 6.1% (5.9-6.4) for definitions 1, 2, 3 and 4, 36 respectively. These findings are in agreement with other studies conducted in the United States 37 and Spain, which reported 3.2% and 1.4% malnutrition diagnosis at discharge according to ICD-38 9 codes (3, 4). No differences in prevalence were found between genders or age groups using 39 definitions 1 and 2, while higher prevalence were found in men using definition 3 and in younger 40 patients using definitions 3 and 4 (Table) . Among the 996 patients for whom prealbumin was 
